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City off to flying start 
Last seasons Champions and Premiers, Brisbane City, have 
had a perfect start to the 1998 XXXX Premier League sea- 
son, with five wins from their first five outings. Above, 
Damian Waugh wrestles with Taringa Rovers Clinton 
McDermott in the season opener at Jack Speare Park. 

(Story on page 10) 
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Strikers news, match 
reports and 1998 season 
report card - : 
Footy a the Telly - THAT Bolton facing charges ! 
game revisited - Gold Coast Strikers goalkeeper Clint Bolton is facing charges of “as~ 


1 : sault with a lethal weapon” after a supporter reported him 
ity - An Aussie Abroad - Job | to the police during his last performance at Suncorp Sta- 


h Insecurity - Brisbane Ignored | dium against Canberra on March 21st. 

_.and more! The charges couldn’t have come at a worse time for the 
goalkeeper who is having a terrible string of matches, in 
which opposing players have managed to chip him from 
various parts of the field. 

Bolton was due in court last Wednesday, 1* April. 

(Full story on page 7) 


It's back !!!!! 
Queenslands most read soccer magazine will be back wit 
all the local league tables, and...err... “expert” commen 
(Haha!)...and...err... in-depth player interviews (Ho 
hum !)... and ... not much more, unfortunately. 

We await the 1998 Eye on Soccer .. . with bated breath ! 


Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 


slate, great Bill Shankly. 
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As you can see from this issue, we have decided to abandon the 

glossy outer covers, and have gone back to using the thicker 

paper that we used in earlier editions of the magazine. This has i i 

been done for one reason alone - finance. To produce such a Assistant Editor - Paul aia 

magazine each month costs an enormous amount of money. 

The colour printing itself can cost four or five times as much as Contributors - Steve Cooper 
aed 3 


the total of ail the inner pages combined. The glossy paper that ||ywen Anderson, Mike Park 
’ er, 


we have been using in previous issues is not cheap, and as 
prices have just gone up again, we decided to bite the bullet, Andrew Howe (as alway s) for the 
stats. 


and go for cheaper paper. 

But we figured that the people who buy TFP don’t do so to see 

“big, full colour” photos of their heroes. We like to think that 

ne appeal ee ai football fan - to those who see foot- Photographer - Paul Har ley 
as an art form, and not “a gentlemans game played by thugs” 

Fee once called i, played by thugs” |(Ph. 3267 0681) 


As the N.S.L. season winds down, and i ist - : 

their winter hibernation, and ole a ecient ae Cartoonist - John O'Donohue 
the TFP office (sorry, “seedy room in a shabby apartment block 
in the Valley”) have been hearing a number of rumours ema- Thanks To - Stuart Munro 
nating from Perry Park, Suncorp Stadium and the like. Ru- [Soccer World, Gold Coast City 


mours such as Frankie not being around next season | 
Whispers are that Queenslands favourite soccer son may have Soccer Club, Kieran Coop om 


been offered a coaching job elsewhere, and at this stage we 
oan “oe err. But what would happen to Queensland South Farr Wanderers are a fictitious 
* . if Frankie did quit as Player/Coach ? Who would step |football team, as are any characters associ 
to e role ? Would the current Board of Trustees continue, ated with the cl we 

give that they were the ones who put their whole-hearted sup- oe 
port and trust in him ? 
pe hr Croft in his letter on page 28 (which was taken from the The deadline for the next issue is April 
a S emis list) touches on the wider issues, and it’s not {29rd, and will be available at selected 
ee : : aoe oa yee re me these questions, ei- |local soccer clubs over the weekend of 

ler. m’t have the answers but the veil of si- 

lence that is thrown over this topic from the powers that be, is pen ene mas 
ee more like a tangled web of intrigue, and the longer that 
am he ae fanzine, the more interesting the un- Published by 
covered seems to be. Prin 
as me do want answers. Yes, we do want an N.S.L. team to be ppste . 
iroud of, and Yes, we do need Frank Farina to stay on as Player/ PO Box 478 
Bulimba, Qld 4171. 


Uniortunately, by writing this Editorial I have mad i 
¢ ; le public one ; 
i the worst-kept secrets in local football, but by doing so if we Mobile 0411 367 357 


2 i prevent ea Farina from leaving Brisbane, then | will Fax (07) 3899 0497 
My punishment for making it public squarely on the |E-mail ajm@sportsprint.com.au 
www .sportsprint.com.au 


Strikers 1 Newcastle Breakers 1 
Saturday 7 March 1998 
by Tony Moran 


Reece Tollenaere had scored a hat-trick when the 
Breakers visited Perth, and on his return to Suncorp he 
was given some special treatment by the Strikers 
defence every time he got the ball, But that did not 
deter him from snatching a late equaliser for the 
visitors late in the second half, and taking a point back 
to the Hunter Valley, when it seemed that all three 
would stay here in Queensland. 

The highlight of my night was sitting just in front of a 
group of Novocastrians who were full of fourex, and 
song as their team set about trying to upset the 
Strikers plans. They were vocal in their support, and 4 
number of local fans moved away as the game went 
on. 

Harper scored his second of the season as Mait 
Bells shot rebounded off a defender, and the 
joy on his face was there for all to see. If we 
won this one, surely we could forgive him for 
being “half-a-yard” too late for everything 

else this season ? 

Alas, it wasn’t to be as Bolton strayed too far off his 
line again, and Tollenaere, who must have been 
watching videos of his old “keeper all season 

chipped him with only minutes left on the clock. 
Defeat snatched from the jaws of victory, yet again. 
My Player-of-the- Year, Steve Laybutt, obtained his 
second yellow card, for what can only be described as 
a“tired” challenge late in the game, and as the ninety 
minutes approached we saw the Strikers frantically 
attacking the Newcastle goal, desperate for a winner, 
when it shouldn’t have come down to that. 


I'm sorry if this report is too short, but this season has 
been a disaster, and one cannot fathom what is going 
on behind the scenes. These days I get more pleasure 
talking to other fans about far-away footballing 
matters at half-time than actually sitting in the stand, 
and watching passes go astray, tackles missed, and 
players simply looking disinterested. 
Next season I'll have to think fong and hard before 
buying my season ticket. Some of us have got more 
sense than to put up with this every fortnight. 
neers 
Disclaimer 
The Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, 
therefore, are those of the individual contributors, 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Edi- 
tor - but frequently do ! 
We accept any articles and letters as long as they 
are accompanied by a name and address and do 
not contain foul or abusive language. 
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Strikers 2 Canberra Cosmos 2 
Saturday 21 March 1998 
by Paul Harley 


As the esteemed Editor of this tatty little rag couldn’t make 
it to the game - rumour has it he was enjoying some good 
old Irish hospitality somewhere in the city - it falls upon 
me to bring you this report on the penultimate home game 
of the season. He must have known something the rest of 
us didn’t and was drowning his sorrows in advance. 
Although from my first half vantage point on the Farr 
touch line, it seemed obvious from the vast empty spaces i) 
the stand that many others shared his views and had found 
something better to do with their time. This was borne out 
by the official attendance figure of 2,700, a record 
4 y low for a Strikers fixture at Suncorp. 
at” . On the face of it, those who stayed away 
; had a point. End of season, 

nothing at stake, it had all the 
makings of a predictable, boring 
no-score draw. It didn’t turn out 
quite as bad as that. Instead we 
had a predictable, boring 2-2 draw. 
About the best that can be said for it is that it 
wasn’t the worst game seen at Suncorp this season. 

But not by much-and that says more for the poor fare 
that Strikers’ fans have had to put up with over the past 
few months than it does about the quality of this encounter 
Certainly, when The Ed asked me on Sunday around 
midday to produce this offering, I cast my mind back to the 
previous night’s ninety minutes and realised | could 
remember practically nothing. Admittedly my memory 
isn’t the best, but it’s not that bad And that just about sum: 
up the Strikers entire season. Instantly forgettable. 
Yet again it was a case of what might have been. Another 
one that got away. Strikers actually played quite well in 
isolated spells, but with lengthy periods of mediocrity in 
between. Actually that, too, is a fairly accurate description 
of the season. Ah, Brisbane Strikers-wonderful one minute 
woeful the next. 
In the first half, in particular, they put together a few good 
moves, and finished off a couple of them in clinical 
fashion. The breakthrough came after 21 minutes, Glenn 
Gwynne pushing forward from his sweeper’s role to feed 
the ball to the feet of Rod Brown, with his back to the goal 
at the edge of the penalty area. Brown, restored to the side 
after a long injury layoff, showed all his old instincts to 
turn smartly away from Gordon Hunter and curl his shot 
high into the net. 
The second came on the stroke of half time, and followed 
some extended Canberra pressure as they chased an 
equaliser. They almost got it, too, a header from a comer 
narrowly missing the Nearr post. However Strikers 
immediately worked the ball back to the other end and 
doubled their advantage. Gwynne, even further forward 
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shis tint, burst into the penalty area, took a pass from 
Andy Harper in his stride, and stroked a low left foot 
shot beyond goalkeeper Tony Giannasca into the Farr 
corner of the net. 
So Strikers went in at the break two goals to the good, 
and deservedly so. However such has been the nature of 
their performances this season that there wouldn’t have 
been many among the sparse crowd willing to bet on 
them holding their lead to the end. And so it proved. 
Avoiding the indignity of the “wooden spoon” proved 
sufficient motivation for the visitors to raise their game 
in the second half, or maybe they were just trying to 
impress new coach Rale Rasic. Not that they were 
brilliant, but they did show some more willingness to 
fight their way back into the game. They probably 
needn't have bothered, as the two goals that saw them 
escape with a point owed as much to fragile defending 
as to any inspiration on their part. 
Sat behind the Strikers goal throughout the second half, 
optimistically awaiting the goal rush, ] didn’t get much 
ofa view ef their goals, and had to rely on SBS on 
Monday for the big picture. From either viewpoint, it 
wasn’t a pretty sight. The first, only five minutes into 
the half, saw Harry James race unmarked onto a through 
ball from Damien Brown and prod it gently past the 
outrushing Clint Bolton, to trundle almost reluctantly 
over the line. The equaliser came quarter of an hour 
from the end, from a speculative high ball into the 
penalty area, Marco Perinovic beating his marker 
(Zoricich?) to the jump to send a looping header 
goalwards. Not for the first time, Bolton was caught off 


his line, unable to recover in time as the ball 
dropped over his despairing dive into goal. 
In between the goals, Giannasca made two smart 
saves from Battistin and Brown to keep his side in 
the game. They may well have been unable to fight 
back from another two-goal deficit. At 2-2, however, 
neither team really ever looked like scoring again. 
Cosmos seemed happy with what they had, Strikers 
resigned to their fate. At the final whistle, they just 
seemed glad it was over, and will probably treat the 
end of the season in much the same way. A chance 
for a fresh start, to get back on track for next season. 
And so it was more of the same old story, like so 
many other games this season-and, in fact like the 
season as a whole. Another home lead squandered, 
more points lost from a winning position, the old 
defensive failings coming back to haunt them yet 
again, Clint Bolton found wanting, off his line, 
exposed and vulnerable once more. After yet another 
frustrating experience, for players and fans alike, the 
2,700 figure must be in serious danger of falling 
even further at the final home game against Marconi. 
Let’s hope we can at least finish on a high note with 
a resounding victory, then put this miserable season 
to rest and look forward with some optimism 
towards better things in 1998-99, 


soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junior and senler teams for soccer 
and ether sports. 


Contact... 
Park Road Prints, 
41 Park Read, Milton. 
Telephone 3367 1688 


Or, after hours... 
Paul Harley, Photographer. 
Telephone 3267 0681 
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: STRIKERS 1997/98 SEASON 
REPORT CARD 


by Mike Parker 
As the season draws to a dismal close players have been marked on performance and potential. After 
last years effort set the bar a little high lets hope we don't have to go through another season like this 
one. The standard of football at the last 2 games, Newcastle and Canberra has been disappointing to 
say the least. As paying customers we deserve a lot better. : 


FRANK FARINA: Still a class act but future lies in playing behind the strikers. Still one of the few 
players capable of providing a creative pass. 
ROD BROWN: Wrap him in cotton wool and force feed anti-ageing pills. Proved against Canberra 
he knows where the goal is and we don’t have a replacement . Sorry Rod just one more season. 
ANDY HARPER: Played like a man possessed - with what I’m not sure. The balls in Andy's court 
to perform. 
GLEN GWYNNE: Should be appointed club captain now and handcuffed. 
CLINT BOLTON: Strikers problem child. Obviously wants to play in the midfield but forgets he’s 
got the gloves on. Cost his team at least 2 games with poor positional play. Can do better. 
TROY CRANNEY: Just a shadow of last years “player of the year.” Looked all season like he 
needed a new paddock and now he’s found it-good luck Troy. 
SEAN CRANNEY: Obviously a family illness. Missing were the penetrating runs 
and pin point crosses to Frank and Rod's scones.Body language tells me he’s not enjoying his 
football and like Troy may need a new paddock. 
CHRIS ZORICICH: Strong in defence but long bails brought little result. Should not be allowed to 
take comers but an important member in the re-building process. 
STEVE LAYBUTT: The only bright light of the season. “Alan Hunter” like in defence. Essential he 
be retained. 
NICK MEREDITH: Every team needs a Nick Meredith overflowing with passion, violence and 
skill. Never a dull moment while he’s on the field and thats the problem he’s not there often enough. 
MATT BELL, CHAY HEWS: Didn't come on as well as the coach would have liked. Will have 
recovered from Grand Final hangover come next season. 
KASEY WEHRMAN: A tragic sight. How he was allowed to return to the field with that limp is 
beyond me but I’m not a doctor. Can see Kasey behind the strikers with FF and causing havoc. 
JEROMY HARRIS, MARK BATTISTIN,CRAIG WILLIAMS,GARY BLACKFORD,ANDY 
BRAYSHAW: Honest performers who will always struggle in top company .Their future depends a 
lot on how much effort they want to put in. 
DANNY INVINCIBLE,ANDY PACKER,ROYCE BROWNLIE, WAYNE KNIPE :Have a lot to 
learn but youth on their side and hopefully will fulfill their potential. 
THOR: Even Thor's recent perfomances are causing concer. Has rarely made it past the half way 
line in recent matches. Don't give up on us, Thor, we need you! 


Finally an observation. Strikers were magnificent in winning last seasons competition and one would 
have thought the coffers would have been overflowing with sponsorship and dollars. Now we learn. 


we don’t have any money to compete on the transfer market. I hate to think what state the club would 


have been in if it had a season last year like this one! 
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Rolion facing charges - from front page 

The supporter in question, was sitting in line with the 18-yard area 
when one of Boltons goalkicks hit him on the side of the head, 
spilling his XXXX, and knocking the contents of his pie down the 
blouse of the woman in the seat in front of him. 

“He didn’t even see where his clearance landed”, claimed the spec- 
tator who wishes to remain anonymous, and fears retribution from 
Thor should his identity be made public. 

The fan claims that he returned to the bar to buy another beer, and 
took up a seat close to the corner flag, hoping to be out of Boltons 
Jine of sight for the remainder of the first half. 

“Bul, dead-set, he went and did it again !” claimed the fan. “His 
next goalkick sliced off his foot, and hit me square in the chest, 
spilling my second beer of the night. I was getting really angry by 
now.” 

The man, Who by now was wringing beer out of his replica Strikers 
shirt complained to a member of the Queensland police force, but 
was told he was wasting valuable time, as the officer cheered a Rod 
Brown header which went just wide at the other end. 

Buying a third beer, and clearly not happy with his evenings enter- 
iainment, the spectator went and sat behind Boltons goal, thinking 
that it would be the safest place for him. But just before half-time, 
as he tured his head to look up at the score-board, Bolton took a 
free-kick for offside which somehow ended up going back over his 
head, and hitting the fan square in the face again. 

The goalkeeper, who has had a bit of a shocker this season had no 
comment to make when we spoke to him, but Andy Harper has 
offered to give him lessons on kicking a ball in a straight line. 


FARINA’S YOUTH POLICY IS 
GETTING TO BE A BIT OF A 
WORRY! 


Every issue this season 

we have givena quick | 7 

resume of the visitors 

to Suncorp for the 

coming month. Finally we have only 
one team left who wil! be faking the 
three-point gift back down south - 
Marconi Fairfield. 

Players to look out for... 

Brad Maloney, Francis Awaritefe, Sang 
Chul Yoon, Pan Keun Kim, Mark 
Babic. 


Marconi are on the fringes of making 
the top-six play offs, so will come to 
Brisbane looking for maximum points. 
They took all three points off us in 
round 11, back in December with a 1-0 
win, and last weekend upset one of the 
Ericsson Cup favourites, Adelaide City 
2-0. 

An excellent strike by Korean import 
Pan Keun Kim just before half-time 
broke the deadlock for the Stallions, 
and captain Brad Maloney secured the 
points for Marconi in the second half. 


Vicious Rumour ? 
An anonymous caller to the TFP 
mobile informed us that an Amateur 
Divisioni game was abandoned re- 
cently because the twenty-two play- 
ers (and numerous officials and fans) 
were involved in an all-in brawl. Care- 
fully scanning “Queenslands most 
read soccer magazine" we couldn't 
find anything about it, and if it hap- 
pens in Queensland soccer then 
surely it would appear here - unless 
our anonymous caller was mistaken. 


Ron the Ref is having his eyes 
tested this month 


Foo 
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Last month we printed the first part of an interview with Sydney United defender Stuart Munro. In 
TFP18 Stuart talked about his time with Glasgow Rangers, and his brief stint with Blackburn Rovers. 


This month tells us about how he ended up at Sydney United, and their season far 


So when you left Blackburn, you went to Bristol City ...? 
Yes, the south-west of England is a fantastic part of the coun- 
try, but they’re more into rugby than soccer. So going there 
from football mad Glasgow or Blackburn was really weird. 
But they were very well organised, and because there wasn’t 
as much pressure, the players could get on with enjoying 


How much did you know about the game over hen 
before you came ? 

I'd done my homework, so 1 knew quite a lot. About tey 
years ago a lot of Scots came over, played for a few seg 
sons and returned. So news did filter back every so often, 


their | and I did make a conscious effort to stay in touch with thy 


football. I remember Andy Cole was playing for City at the local scene, so it wasn’t all new to me. 


time, and he’d already made his mind up to move to Newcas- 


tle, but we finished mid-table that year, which was pretty good. What are your first impressions now that you've playel 
Whilst at City I played most of my time as a centre-half, but | 9 few games ? 


then Joe Jordan came to the club, and in his 


mind central | There are a lot of very talented individuals out here play, 


defenders had to be six foot six, and be able to head the ball ing the game. However, moulding those players into teams 
two miles, so 1 moved back to full-back. But I enjoyed my and getting them playing like a team is a very difficul 


time at Bristol, they were a good club with some good people. 
When I realised that I wasn’t getting any younger 


thing, and there is a lot of room for improvement Tlit 


I began | players themselves need to learn more about the profes 


thinking about coaching, and Falkirk had just taken on a new sional aspects of the game. But these are things that caj 


manager, and he asked me to go up there as player/coac’ 


1 let my heart rule my head, and ended up going, although 1 Most of 


h, and | be worked on if the players were full-time professionalt 


them have jobs, so training usually comes in th 


didn’t really know the manager that well. [ didn’t know much evening when the players are mentally or physically tirel 


about coaching, but just as I did as a player, 1 had to le 
from the bottom, and move up. I was only 33, and there’s 
much to learn about coaching. 

[had actually just had another hernia operation, an 
playing, and when a contract in Israel fell through I ended up 


going to St. Mirren, and working with Tony Fitzpatrick. They isa 
had a very young squad, and I think that before I came along players, 


the average age was about 20. 


Tell us about coming to Australia. 


At first I didn’t think that there’d be a career in coaching over |a¢ Blackburn Rovers, (and current Newcastle 
here, but in the last couple of years ’ve been keeping an eye 
on Australian soccer, and although we had the World Cup 
setback, I think that the game has a great future. 1 think that 
over the next few years if they can find a few more investors 
who can put money into the game, then the next few years 
look very bright. 1 think that I’ve got another couple of sea- 
sons here, and in that time hopefully move into a bit of coach- 
ing. | feel that I have a lot to offer, and would like the oppor- 


tunity to prove that. 


How about your association with Dave Mitchell. 


Mitch was with Rangers in 1984 when we came over for a 
few games, and we’ve always been good mates. Mitch has 
had a bit of an up and down career really. He’s been with a 
few clubs - Chelsea and Millwall, and I came up against him and he came over for a chat, after the game, and 


arn | Technically they are on par with kids from Europe - give 
so | them a ball and they’Il beat a man. But they seem unsuly 


as to when to pass a ball, or attempt to make a tackle, anf 


d was still | it is these things that we must work on. 


It’s becoming renowned around the world that Austral 
place where coaches can come and pick up very goo! 


work permits. Now of course West Ham are setting uf 
Schools of Excellence, so everybody benefits. 


What did Stuart have to say about his manager 


United manager) Kenny Dalglish ? 
"He had a very dry sense of humour, and was al- 
hays ‘one of the lads’. He never felt comfortable 
talking to Dircetors or the media, he always pre- 
ferred being with the players. He left the coaching 
to Ray Harford, but was always there when we were 
playing. He just loved the game, and his enthusi- 
asm rubbed off on the players around him. He was 
very shrewd - he thought about the game a lol, 
and he always had an eye for a good player. Tre- 
member a few years later when I was playing up 
at Falkirk, and his son was playing against us, 


when I was at Bristol, so we used to have a chat after the jwe spoke for quite a while. That was the type of 


game, and it was always the same subject - Australia. 


man he was." 


and for not a lot of money, providing they can ge! 
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Did you go to (he WC quatifier - and what were your 
impressions ? 

| ghink that initially people were worried that Australian 
soccer couldn't hold a game like that, but it was a terrific 
spectacle, and I was very very surprised and pleased that 
the event turned out the way it did - apart from the result. 
We were actually playing in Adelaide the following day, 
so was with the Sydney United squad, and it nearly back- 
fired on us, because the next day everyone was so down, 
and depressed, and we had to raise ourselves for the game 
the next day. 

Bul the occasion itself was on par with any other big sport- 
ing occasion. The crowd was as passionate as I have ever 
seen, they have proved that the game can be sold to the 
general public, now all they have to do is try to attract a 
few more sponsors, and stop the player drain overseas. 


What were your own personal feelings being a rela- 
tive newcomer to Australia ? 

Oh, | was as devastated as everybody else, But I could see 
it happening long before it did. 1 don’t think that Venables 
was to blame. Many people have said that he should have 
brought on another defender and shut up shop, but why 
change it when you’re 2 up with twenty to play ? I think 
that it was very harsh on him, and whatever he did he was 
going to be criticised wasn’t he ? If he had gone defen- 
sive and then lost the two goals, people would have said 
“Why did he change it ?” Every game is different, and he 
did what he thought was right at the time. 

| think that they were very naive defensively, and still 
have a lot to learn about playing at the highest level, but 


it will come hopefully if we can get more internationals 


Against quality opposition. 


What is your opinion of the national league and the 
players playing in it. 

Individually they are the equal of anywhere in the world. 
But my first impressions are that they don’t have the pas- 
sion and will to win like, say, the Scots or the English. | 


that your top Ericsson Cup players are on par with 


avis second division, or Scottish First division. You 


a lot of people don’t realise that the English second 
vision is a very tough league, Look at the lads at Port- 


‘Smouth now, and they’re not getting a game these days. 
Many people are asking why they went to Portsmouth, 


un d not many of them know that Pompey are a big club - 
ery professional. But we need to find out why they’re 


hot getting a game. Is it the intensity of the training? Or 


ihe amount of games that they must play ? It’s a hard 
business fo be in, because of the stress that your body is 


put through - in most cases every day ! 


Heat are your impressions of Sydney United, and how 
mas th Sthnic issue affected you and the club ? 
lef since I've known about Australian soccer I knew 


that alot of the clubs were ethnically based, and Sydney United 
have worked really hard to comply with Soccer Australias 
recommendations. 

They’ve changed their name and last year had to move sta- 
dium which has cost them quite a lot of money, and Parramatta 
is a great place to play football, but their supporter base doesn’t 
really want to follow. 

But in the dressing room, it could be any club anywhere in 
the world. They’re a great bunch of lads with a great atmos- 
phere, but there’s only seven or eight Croatians in the squad, 
and we all mix in together. If there is a problem then it’s defi- 
nitely not with the team. Personally I think that it’s a shame 
and I hope it doesn’t holdthem back because it’s a great club. 
When Mitch first approached the club to bring me out here, 
one or two members of the board wouldn’t back him, but 
now they come up to me and tell me how wrong they were, 
and that it has been good for the club overall. 


What about last nights 3-0 victory over the Strikers - a bit 
of revenge for the Grand Final ? 

Yes, there’s not many players left from that game, but ] was 
delighted for them. 1 do think it strange that you can play 26 
games and not be Champions, and have to go through a knock- 
out series to find a Champion, but the crowds must be kept 
interested right to the end of the season. 

But I don’t think that revenge was the main thing on peoples 
minds last night. We just wanted the three points, because the 
last two or three games we haven’t really been at our best, 
and we’ve had to change a few things. 


Which teams are the ones to watch this season ? 

Well, any team in the competition really. Obviously South 
Melbourne and Adelaide City will be up there, and then there’s 
Carlton, and Wollongong. But I think Perth are too incon- 
sistent, and up until yesterday ] thought Gippsland were a 
very hard working team, and could do well, and maybe Mar- 
coni too. But you’re looking at six teams, and at the end of 
the season it could be any of the fourteen. 


So what does the future hold ? 

I’m almost certain that I'll retire at the end of this season, and 
get involved in some coaching. It may have to be at youth or 
state level, but I feel that I’ve got something to offer at a more 
senior level, but sometimes you have to take a backward step 
to come forward. 


Any tips for the World Cup ? 


I’ve got a funny feeling - although | hate to admit it - that 
England will do well. 


(See page 10 for Stuarts full playing career record.) 
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City off to flying start 


by Tony Moran 

Brisbane City have had a perfect start to the new XXXX Premier League season with five wins from the 
first five outings. Bobby Hamiltons side have scored 19 goals, and conceded only 2, and one would have 
to be a brave person to back against them following up last seasons achievement with another double thi) 
year. 

In the first four rounds they hadn’t conceded a goal, beating Taringa by one, Rochedale and Ipswich by 
four each and Mount Gravatt by two. Striker, and ex-Striker, Chris Slater had hit the net five times, and 
was giving defences nightmares already, and with three rounds of football to be played again this year, 
centre-halves from Broadbeach to Bargara will be dreading coming up against him yet again. 

In round 5, however, they slipped up conceding two goals - the first and second of this years campaign - 
as Beenleigh, trailing 7-0, forced errors upon the relaxed City defence. 

On seeing Hamiltons charges against Beenleigh that Sunday afternoon, the only word that I could find t 
describe them was “professional”. They set about destroying the visitors with precision passes, and very 
Maes ; —] careful approach play, and plenty of “off: 
the-ball” running. Danny Wright worked 
tirelessly up front, and if he’s lost any of} 


Stuart Munros playing career 


Apps Goals ; is : 

1980/81 St.Mirren (Scottish Premier) 1 0 _ | fitness since retiring from the Strikers 
1982/83 Alloa Athletic (Scottish 1st) 39% 4 | squad last May, he didn’t show it as I neyg 
1983/84 ——___—____ * —~____-_ 19+2 1 | saw him walking for the whole ninety 

Glasgow Rangers (Scottish Premier)  2+3 0 | minutes. (I used to have an old coach, may 
1984/85 os — 13 0 | years ago, who used to teach “anything bil 
1985/86 : 28+1 0 | 4 walk”, and that was Wright last Sunday), 
1586/87 & 0 | Slater always looked dangerous - even 
1987/88 bas 16+1 0 A 
1988/89 iw 2141 o | when he was coming deep to collect the 
1989/90 “ 36" 1 ball from midfield. His short, sharp bursts 
1990/91 ——____- « ——____—_ 14 0 | gave the Beenleigh defence many prob- 
1991/92 Blackburn Rovers (English 2nd**) 1 0 | lems, and even if he was nowhere near the 
1992/93 Bristol City English 1st) 16 0 | ball, he was dragging defenders all over { 
1993/94. ————_—_——- “_—_____—-_._ 44 0 | park. 
1994795 = | 0 | Cooley, Elliot and Strange held the defen 
1995/96 Falkirk (Scottish Ist) 13 0 together well, and when Paul Lederhose 
1997/98 Sydney United (Ericsson Cup***) 16 0 and Danny Stowers scored two goals in as 


many minutes midway through the second 
half, it wasn’t so much alarm bells that 
were ringing, as a realisation that they'd 
gone to sleep with the score at 7-0. I can 
imagine Hamilton being furious - such 
momentary lapses in concentration would 


| ROCHEDALE ROVERS RADIO 
FM 101 - Saturday 9.15 am 


* represents ever present in league games. 
** English Second Division is new the new First Division 
** Up to and including round 21. 


Honours... 
Scottish League Champions, League Cup Winners. 
League Cup Winners. 

League Champions, Scottish Cup Runners Up. 
League Champions, League Cup Runners Up. 
League Champions, League Cup Winners. 


Join Kieran Cooper every Saturday morn 
on FM One-O-One for all the latest on ti 
local and international soccer scene. 


Transfer fee from Glasgow Rangers to Blackburn Rovers - 
350,000 pounds. 
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not be acceptable to such a perfectionist. 
Pamien Waugh scored two goals coming from 
midfield as did young Barry Wilkinson, who 
has held his position wide on the left this 
season. When Damon Tune came on to replace 
Wilkingon in the second half he caused havoc 
down the same flank with his strong running, 
and against a tiring, and demoralised 
Beenleigh defence he looked like he should 
have been given a start. 

But that’s the beauty about Hamiltons squad, 
he could so easily perm any eleven from his 
squad of nineteen. Marks Battistin and Bennett 
were not available for a couple of reasons, and 
both could so easily slot into the starting line- 
up, and not let the side down. And with the 
Strikers season finishing in a couple of weeks, 
how many will we see asking for Bobbys 
phone number as they turn in their Hyundai 
training bibs on the 12" April ? One notable 
absence is the exciting young Royce Brownlie, 
who played up front last season for Hamilton, 
and obviously impressed Frankie with his 
strong running (see Bring on the young guns 
on page 14) 

As we go into the Easter break City have their 
toughest test of the season ahead of them, with 
fixtures against the Gold Coast City (Saturday, 
11" April, at home) and Brisbane Lions 
(Monday, 13" April, Away) over the long 
weekend, As I write this, these two are third 
and second respectively, and cannot afford to 
any slip ups if they are to offer a serious 
challenge to City this season. As for the other 
Seven teams... I can only suggest giving their 
defenders counselling, or else we may have a 
few jumpers from the Storey Bridge. 


Write tous... 
The Farr Post 
PO Box 478 
Bulimba 
Old 4171 


Apathy ? 
by Tony Moran 


Unfortunately I missed the Strikers bottom of the 
table clash with fellow strugglers Canberra a cou- 
ple of weeks ago. What was my reason ? Unfore- 
seen business crisis, A death in the family, car 
broke down ? Well, no, I was at a 40th birthday 
BBQ in the afternoon, and even though I had 
every intention of sneaking away early and head- 
ing for Suncorp it didn't eventuate. 
Why fellow TFP contributor GK wanted to have 
such a celebration at all is beyond me, but to 
have it when the Strikers were at home... well, 
I chastised him long and hard. 
But a number of interesting points came out of 
my inebriated discussions that afternoon, and one 
was, obviously, that people really don't care about 
the round ball game here like they do in other 
parts of the world. When it came to sport the talk 
was all about the Broncos and the Bears (sorry, 
cannot get used to "Lions"), and even the Bullets 
(was Gary Legg in attendance ?) 
When I did mention the Strikers, I heard com- 
ments like "Oh, has the season started again ?” 
or "Is Frank Farina still playing ?", as if he'd been 
here for a decade or more. 
Why GK would want to invite people who had no 
interest in football baffled me entirely, but I sup- 
pose people have a right to talk about obscure 
past-times such as business, children and work, 
So as I struggled through my last pint of Kilkenny, 
and fell into a taxi, I was driven home with the 
feeling that 25th May, 1997 hadn't really hap- 
pened at all. That the rugby league and A.F.L. 
boys had managed to wipe any memories of that 
day from everybodys minds since. 
The absolute apathy for the game by your aver- 
age Queenslander is something completely alien 
to me, and many other poms over here. And when 
you combine that with a Strikers outfit who seem 
to have decided that one Premiership is enough 
for this millenium and a local federation who seem 
to be frightened to push the game beyond it's al- 
ready limited boundaries, then the game will con- 
sed being a second-class sport here in Queens- 
d. 
We must all pick up our act, and try to convince 
the general populace that our game is worth 
watching, and lose the "wogball” tag for ever. 


Who said what in 1997 (A se 


; Compiled by Ewen Anderson 
Alan Sugar was once quoted as saying that he would like to make Spurs the Manchester United of the Soutl 
But he has turned us into the Manchester City of the South. Yvonne Dixon Tottenham supporter, in a letter ip 
a UK national daily. 


The Italians must have choked on their spaghetti when they heard the result. Paul Ince after England won ii 
Poland during World Cup qualifying. 


This man has been a disgrace to the game. You cannot really print what | think of him. Richard Saundery 
former Football League Linesman bom with stunted arms, gives his opinion of lan Wright, who taunted him |) 
1993. 


I wish it was going to someone else. | don't have a very high opinion of lan Wright. Joan Bastin widow of Clif, 
shortly before Wright broke her husband's Arsenal goalscoring record. 


A lot of people who don't know me, hate me, and | just don't want to be disliked any more. lan Wright 


it's not nice when you go into a supermarket and the woman at the till is thinking, ‘dodgy keeper’. Davil 
James (Liverpool goalkeeper) 


i told him he was playing and he smiled. | told him he was marking Juninho and he went white. Martin O’Nell 
Leicester City manager, on giving Pontus Kaamark his instructions. 


It was a festival of bad passing. In fact, (Manchester) United were more dangerous when we had the ball thay 
when they had it. Ruud Gulllt’s opinion of Chelsea's Charity Shield match against United. 


I can't win. Every game | play now | get hammered. Too fat, too thin; not beating five players. It's the same olf 
stories. Paul Gascoigne on his treatment by the media. 


We must have had 99% of the game. It was the other 3% that cost us the match. Ruud Gulllt after Chelsea’ 
league defeat by Coventry City. 


i've stopped touching wood. I got splinters and was out for three games. David Hirst of Southampton, on hit 
tendency to get injured. 


if we draw Iran, we'll go to FIFA and ask them for an Iraqi referee and watch the fun. Alan Rothenberg heat 
of the US Soccer Federation, before the World Cup finals draw. They did draw Iran. 


We let you down again. We are overwhelmed by remorse and self-scolding...... we want to say a sincere sor) 
to everyone. China football team’s written apology to supporters for their failure to qualify. 


Upon my little boy's head, | swear | never said that English players are too knackered, overweight and t 
drunk. Fabrizio Ravanelll of Middlesbrough, issues another denial. 


He has no experience of English football - he's come from Japan - and now he's teling everyone how {i 
organise our football. Unless you have been in the situation and had the experience, then he should keep hit 
mouth shut - firmly shut. Alex Ferguson Manchester United manager, incensed by the contention of Arsen 
Wenger, hisArsenal counterpart, that it would be “ridiculous” to extend the season. 


The kids we had on the line against Middlesbrough last week were so young they were giving out jelly babiel 
between them. Gerry Francis former Spurs manager, bemoaning injury problems. 
more next month 


— 
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Wanderers club house broken into | 
by Ace Reporter, Reuban McDuck 

Members of the South Farr Wanderers soccer club were in shock last week when it was 
revealed that the clubhouse had been broken into, and a large amount of money stolen 
from the premises. Club President Walter “Winger” Wombat contacted police early last 
Monday morning when he discovered the break-in. 

“At this stage we don’t know for sure how much cash was stolen, but it was a considerable 
amount,” he said when The Farr Post contacted him for a comment later that morning. 
Apparently the money had been hidden in an old XXXX beer can in the fridge of the main 
bar, when it seems that a gang of youths broke in to steal some alcohol. A number of 
empty cans and bottles were found in the bar area, and it is suspected that the youths had 
broken into the bar, and had been sitting drinking, when one of them discovered the cash. 
“We'd been keeping a certain amount of money in the fridge for over six months now,” 
Wombat told us. “Ever since Suncorp/Metway closed down the last remaining branch in 
the town. We don’t have a bank in this area for miles now, you know.” 

When a list of suspects was drawn up, the whole of the town seemed to be on it. 

“This part of the world relies very much on tourism, you know,” Wombat commented, 
“and with the struggling Asian economies that seems to have dried up of late. When you 
also take into account “Bushy” Browns Dunny tours closing down since he went walka- 
bout we really don’t have much to offer all those tourists who go to Brisbane and the Gold 
Coast. So it’s no surprise that the local kids take to crime - there’s not much else to do in 
these parts. 

However, late last night the direction of the police search changed somewhat when it was 
revealed that a person was seen entering the premises of the “Bonza Bush Dunny Tours” 
office ten kilometres south of town. There didn’t seem to be a forced entry when police 
checked the building out this morning, and all indications are that “Bushy” Brown is back 
in the area. 

This has sent panic through the local community, including the football team, who can- 
celled this weeks training sessions fearing that the great man may turn up looking to sign 
on. Staff at the South Farr Hotel had been issued with a description of Brown, and told not 
to serve him should he appear, and posters have been put up on all notice boards and 
lamp-posts in the town, warning of his return. 

“At this stage, we’re not sure if it was him or not,” a police spokesman told us, “but we’re 
not taking any chances.” 

Brown is wanted in two Australian states and four countries in connection with a number 
of incidents, including Australias exit from the World Cup at the hands of Iran, and the 
pening of Andy Harper from Marconi Fairfield by the Brisbane Strikers. 

We cannot forgive him for that." Strikers supporter Tony Moran said yesterday. 


So padlock your fridges, don’t go out after dark, and if you do, steer clear of the South 
Farr Hotel ! 


After seeing Royce Brownlie in the Strikers 
first choice eleven for the game against 
Adelaide City, TFP photographer Paul Harley 
remarked that just over twelve months ago, this 
lad was playing schoolboy football. The 
intervening months have seen the seventeen year- 
old set the XXXX Premier League alight with 
Brisbane City, and obtain a scholarship to the 
Queensland Academy of Sport, and from there to 
the number 19 shirt with the Strikers. 


Brownlie moved to Brisbane with his family from 
Lismore, and played one season with the Q.AS. 
(1996/97). He turned up at City unannounced at 
the end of the N.Y.L. season (about mid way 
through 1997 XXXX season), and told them about 
his background and experience and asked for a 
trial. He impressed enough in training to go 
straight into the senior squad without coach 
Bobby Hamilton having seen him play. Making 
his debut as a substitute against Rochedale (away) 
in round 10, he scored in the 4-2 defeat, and 
became a regular starter for the remainder of the 
season, scoring in the Grand Final. 


He returned to the Q.A.S. for the new N.Y.L. 
season, and was promoted to the Strikers due to 
injuries to Brown/Farina. The original plan was 
for him to re-join City at the end of the N.Y.L./ 
N.S.L. season, however no discussions have yet 
taken place, so nobody is sure now if this will 
happen. 


According to Hamilton, he could go all the way, as 
he’s still only 17, but his first run-on game for the 
Strikers saw him up against two of the Grand 
Masters of N.S.L. defensive play, Tobin and 
Ivanovic - what a baptism of fire ! But all credit to 
him, he knuckled down to the task, and turned in a 
solid performance. 


Just behind Royce, and slightly off to the left is 
another of the Q.A.S. recruits. Taringa Rovers 
coach, John Ogden, told me early last year that 
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Danny Invincible was a player to watch out for in 
the future. And how right he was. Invincible was 
another youngster to have a memorable 1997 
XXXX season, picking up the Clem Jones Rookie 
of the Year award at the end of season dinner. 


Invincible came off the Taringa Rovers junior 
production line, and Ogden played him in central 
midfield last year as Rovers led the XXXX 
Premier League for a good part of the season. His 
exceptional pace surprised quite a few defensive 
mid-fielders, and was a feature of the Rovers side 
that ended up losing out to Hamiltons Brisbane 
City on Grand Final day. 


Invincible has indicated that he wants to go back 
to Taringa during the N.S.L. off-season, and 
Ogden says that he would be more than happy to 
see him back at Jack Speare Park. 

“But he won’t just walk into the run-on side”, 
Ogden hastily added. “He’ll have to earn his 
place like the rest of the lads.” 


The amount of time that players have on the ball 
in the N.Y.L. will have done nothing for his Mr. 
Nice-Guy image, and a return to XXXX Premier 
League is necessary to toughen him up a little. 


With a call-up to the Young Socceroos training 
squad Invincibles return to Taringa seems a 
formality now as he will need to retain his fitness 
in the N.S.L. off-season. I’m sure John Ogden 
will relish having him as an option over the 
nest few months. 


Studs Up - 
The Australian Fans' 
Perspective 
Contact Kev Christopher at 
PO Box 53, Oakleigh South, 
Victoria, 3167 
__or studsup@ozemail.com.au_ 
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BRISBANE IGNORED ! 15 
by Paul Harley 


So what has Brisbane done this time to upset Soccer Australia? Six international matches took 
place on our shores in the space of the last two months-the Optus series and the Brazilian Olympic 
tour-all featuring the best of our home grown Aussie talent. It isn’t often that the Australian soccer 
public gets the chance to see our stars in international action so often in such a short space of time. 
An ideal opportunity, you might have thought, for the national administrators to share the spoils, 
spread the games around the country, and let as many fans as possible get a piece of the action. 


You would be wrong. True to form, Sydney and Melbourne were always going to be first on the 
list. Although how much longer this should continue should surely be subject to some scrutiny. 
With one notable exception, Melbourne soccer fans have repeatedly failed to turn out in adequate 
numbers to justify Soccer Australia’s loyalty in the city as an international venue. Granted, around 
12,000 showed up at Olympic Park for the clash with Chile-but those dressed in green and gold and 
supporting the home team were conspicuous by their absence. Had all the red-and-blue clad 
Australians, waving Chile flags and with Spanish accents, stayed at home then the venue would 
have been embarrassingly empty. Not that playing a home game and being so vastly outnumbered 
by fans cheering on the opposition isn’t slightly embarrassing in itself... 


But I digress-obviously the re-vamped Hindmarsh Stadium couldn’t be overlooked and quite 
rightly received it’s first international. And who could deny that Perth more than deserved some 


international exposure, rewarding the Glory fans for their enthusiastic embracing of NSL soccer in 
their city? 


So that’s four down, two to go. No doubt other centres such as Canberra, Newcastle and 
Wollongong all felt they should be in with a shout of picking up one of them. But Brisbane in 
particular, with it’s past support of the international team supplemented by the 40,000 record crowd 
on that momentous day last May, surely had the strongest case of all. 


So what happened? Brisbane was overlooked again, that’s what, along with all the others. Our loss 
was Sydney’s and Adelaide’s gain, as Soccer Australia doubled up in awarding two games each to 
these two venues. I don’t know why; I don’t know how the selection process worked, or if any 
attempts were made by anyone at the QSF and/or Strikers to bring one of these games up here. I’m 
also slightly surprised that the question hasn’t been raised elsewhere; Les & Johnny and all the rest 
of the mainstream soccer media (and the Courier-Mail) have been strangely quiet on the matter. 


On the face of it, Brisbane has been snubbed by Soccer Australia. That will teach us to give them 


the largest attendance and the most successful, high profile, memorable day in the history of club 
Soccer in Australia! 


Attention !!! 
All you INTERNET junkies !!! 
Visit the OZSOCCER website at 
http://ozsoccer.thehub.com.au 
and the Strikers website at 
http://www.brisbane strikers.com 


Visit the Sportsprint website at 


http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
for all the up to date results and local news. 
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Lights, camera . 
by Tony Moran 
Over the last few weeks, readers of "Eye on Soccer" and "Eye 


on Strikers" have been bombarded with adverts for the new 
Q.S.F. football show, "Eye on Soccer - The TV Show". The Farr 


. Action ! 


mine of information that they have at their 
disposal. Unfortunately it is information 
that they are reluctant to share with other 
Farina...Do you thify a frank Mengotti| people. Inside Soccer had a devil of a job 
has lost any of his pig yj. season, on his getting news from various individuals at 
returm to Brisbane 1jy 9 Perry Park, and as this publication has 


Post decided to give a quick resume of what all the fuss is 


about. 


Warning, some of the following may be disturbing to those 
unfamiliar with this publication. 


Last (XXXX) season I wrote an article 
on how impressed I was with the Briz31 
TV show, Inside Soccer. That, apart from 
SBS World Soccer, it was the best thing 
on the old goggle-box by farr. 
Unfortunately it has died a death, and I 
am forced to sit through the terribly 
sycophantic “Eye on Soccer - The TV 
Show”. If Guy Hand crawls any further 
in the direction of Andy Harper, he’ll 
surely disappear for good ! 

By naming the Q.S.F. sponsored show 
after their weekly magazine, does it also 
mean that we will be getting “Eye on 
Soccer - The Video”, or“... The Movie” 
? I dread the thought ! 

And then once it does start making money 
(they can’t be doing it as a service to the 
footballing community can they ?) will 
we get “Eye on Soccer II - The Return of 
Andy Harper” and then “Eye on Soccer 
Ill - The Federation Strikes Back” ? 

But going back to my original gripe, do 1 
really have to sit through an hour of this 
every week ? The third and fourth shows 
have probably the best of the series so 
far, with Andy Harper in the chair, and 
Frank Farina as his sidekick - but only 
because the dreadful Guy Hand wasn’t 
on board. Apparently he was in the UK, 
hopefully getting some tips from Bob 
Wilson, or Greavsie - but I doubt it. 
And then I started reading the March 
edition of When Saturday Comes - the 
yardstick against which this fanzine 
measures itself. And the centre-fold 


I’m sorry, give me Mi py and co. any day| found out, too, if you ask the wrong 
of the week, their jj th knowledge o: questions then you invariably get wrong 
the local game - they js, the players, the| answers. 

grounds etc. - is inviljije. and, okay, kids] But let us look at the good points for once 
will watch the showli..ce Frank Farina] - « . 
and Andy Harper amy) tare they, really,| It is a show that we need, and apart from a 
the people who thihj}y js targeting ? 1| few minor details it is an hour of excellent 
would tend to think) heir audience is| information, if a bit thin on top (sorry, 
the players, coachesa fans of the local] Andy, couldn’t resist that one). The video 
clubs, people who shigj have more sense| footage (when there aren’t technical 
that to watch a show|y hecause of who is| difficulties) is of a very high quality, and 
fronting it. the voice-overs are much better than The 
Maybe if Mike Mulltjore a Frank Farina] Spice Girls audio clips from JS. Brent Read 
mask, and Kieran Qjg- shaved his head] has a segment each month that as well as 
then they might be tll) con viewers that| bringing a smile to the face, can also be 
Frank and Andy ind © a plethora of| very informative - his interview with Kieran 
information about tipjq) game. Cooper showing that he can be serious, 
As a matter of fact Milifulyey was a guest] even though his dress sense leaves a lot to 
on show number fi) and Coops was| be desired ! 

interviewed by Braijead on location,| On the whole the show is getting better, 
could this have if an attempt to} and ifyou haven’t got Optus installed, then 
“recognise” the effi those two, andj seriously consider it. However, by the time 
Dave Richardson foiflr efforts over the} the engineer arrives to hook you up, Guy 
last two years ? If iim sure they'd be] Hand will probably be back from overseas, 
sadly disappointed. and you'll curse this magazine for leading 
The difference be you on. 

“Eye on Soccer . .! 
backed by the federal 


article on football TV shows, and the 
presenters that English viewers must put 
up with. 

Let me quote a passage or two... 
“When the World Cup draw was made, it 
was good of Nobby Stiles (Ex-England 
international) to tell me that England were 
probably favourites to win their group. One 
assumes that, in forming his judgement, 
he drew extensively on his knowledge o 
contemporary football in Romania, 
Colombia and Tunisia . . .” 

It continues... 

“|, these aging pundits are wheeled out 
because of who they were, not what they 
know...” 

Can anybody see a parallel here ? 

I’d love, for example to know Andy 
Harpers thoughts on how Glen Kolpak is 
travelling at Rochedale this season, 
compared to his performances for Taringa 
Rovers last year. And here’s one for Mr. 


ide Soccer and, 
hat the latter is 
md the open-cast 


ards are quite 
slightiy better If 
competition. Té 


and probably the preparation of the U.S.A. team 
our national for the World Cup has been 
lames are ex- closely monitored with games 


More Soccer 
on Optus... 


set igi youtxp ah the against Holland, Mexico and 
os! anks with nanike nited, Para i - 
The latest addition to the football se England fielution, Miami on aii 
catalogue on Optus, is Major Fusion and theses City Wiz- Last week, the Germany v Brazil 
League Soccer, the American ards. friendly was shown live from Stutt- 
equivalent of the Ericsson Cup. |_ The Quarter-li@ @f the UEFA gart on Thursday morning, and 
won't claim to be an expert on the Champions Le#@Wefe shown in this week we have the Semi-finals 


sport in that part of the world, but 
from what I've seen lately stand- 


full over two dam the Thursday of the Champions League to look 
and Friday of t 


2 Week, and forward to. 


Deja View ? 


There’s many a story out there of a good idea being 
stolen, and the thief making millions by marketing it 
well, or having the financial backing to tum it into a 
commercial product. This is not one such story, but 
it’s not far from it. 
Two years ago three football fanatics got up off their 
backsides and decided to promote the game they love. 
The result was the Briz31 TV show, Inside Soccer. 
After two very succesful years they ran out of money, 
and the show will now be confined to the historical 
sections of Queensland football. 
But the replacement show “Eye on Soccer - The TV 
show”, which can only be seen by OptusVision sub- 
scribers, is now breaking new ground, and is far more 
professional than Inside Soccer. 
“They’re miles ahead of where we were after three 
shows,” Inside Soccer co-presenter Kieran Cooper 
told us recently. 
“They’ve obviously got the professionalism of a big 
broadcaster in Optus behind them, and with the back- 
ing of the federation are doing a great job”, he con- 
tinued. 
“But what really annoys me is that for two years the 
three of us worked tirelessly to produce a show every 
week, and we are not recognised now for our efforts. 
The Q.S.F. gave us very little help, and information - 
getting news and stories was like pulling teeth at times 
- and now they’ve turned around and said that the 
Optus Vision show is ‘long overdue for the game in 
this state’. It’s as if Inside Soccer had never even ex- 
isted |” 
Admittedly, the amount of publicity that is being 
given to the show this season is unbelievable when 
you consider that Inside Soccer could not obtain any 
coverage in the Eye on Soccer magazine, yet in the 
March 19* issue of that publication, the Optus Vision 
show was given two full pages, plus the front page, 
and a fair chunk of the Editorial column too. 
“Don’t get me wrong, Inside Soccer is finished and 
we probably wouldn’t do it again, even if we were 
asked, but you need presenters who know the local 
game. Frank Farina is the best thing to happen to 
Queensland soccer for years, and Andy Harper is a 
very good panellist, but they don’t know the players 
and clubs here in Brisbane.” 
“Me, Mike and Richo are all behind this show 100%, 
but a lot of people seem to have very short memories 
when it comes to a Queensland football TV show. 
Just a bit of recognition wouldn't have been that hard 
to give, surely ?” 
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Surprise Package 7 
After being left out of the 1997 XXXX Premier League, the Gold Coast City were determined that their 
entry into this seasons competition would be even more succesful than they originally planned. Their 
season schedule so far has given them a tougher game each week, and their opening day win over Beenleigh 
by 3 goals to 2 set them down the path. 

It was a see-saw affair, and could have gone either way in a frantic second half, but the Coast claimed their 
first victory on home soil at the Nerang All-Sports club, with two goals from Peter Grierson and one from 


Brett Adams. For many coaches in new environments the first competitive game is the one that has the 
nerves tingling until the final whistle is blown, and Paul Cockbain would have been no exception. 


The following week they travelled up to Bundaberg, and after a six hour bus-trip surprised everybody 
with a 2-0 win over the Waves. Bundaberg do seem to be struggling so far this season, and will be hoping 
that things will get better as the season progresses, but nothing should be taken away from the Gold Coast, 
who wouldn’t have had many friends at the Thabeban Sports Complex that night - especially after coming 
away with all three points. 


Week 3 saw them defeated by Rochedale Rovers in the fortress of Underwood Park, with ex-Rovers 
player Adams causing his old team-mates plenty of trouble early on. But if Rochedale were to be tougli 
opponents, Silver Boot winners Brisbane Lions would surely be even tougher. After a poor season in 
1997 Miron Bleiberg has made some clever signings, and will be determined to put some silverware in 
that nice new clubhouse at Richlands. But, again, the Coast hadn’t read the script, and a late goal by 
Adams saw them run out 1-0 victors in front of a crowd of over 700 at Nerang. Gold Coast were up there 
with the front-runners and raising a few eye-brows along the way. 


ee Gold Coast Citys form sofarthisseason | 
one that they took a little | 
lightly They went down | Sun 01 Mar 4998 Gold Coast City 3-2 Beenleigh 

3-0 at the Gateway] Sat07 Mar 1998 Bundaberg Waves 0-2 Gold Coast City 


Sports Complex and] gat 14 Mar 1998 Rochedale Rovers 2-1 Gold Coast City | 


even though it still left | Sun 22 Mar 1998 Gold Coast City 1-0 Brisbane Lions 


them in third position ne . 
eee oe “4 viants, | SUN 29 Mar 1998 Wynnum District 3-0 Gold Coast City 


City and Lions, they will not want to repeat such a performance too often. All reports indicate that they) 
looked slightly lethargic, whilst the home side were obviously more hungry for the three points. 


Many expected them to get off to a slow start in much the same vein as the Bundaberg Waves did last year, 
who eventually came strong towards the end of the season. But the Coast have strength in depth, and @ 
supporter base that loves its football. The local competition, although not as strong as that in Brisbane, has” 
some exceptional talent, and their up and coming stars now have somewhere to aim on their way to the 
National League. 


Their next few games see them up against Taringa Rovers (Home - Sunday, 5" April), and Brisbane City, 
(Away - Saturday 11" April), and Ipswich Knights (Home - Easter Monday, 13" April) 


The Farr Post 


Ex-Coalstars junior and Queensland representative Richard Hilli moved to Taringa Rovers i 

the off-season, instead of signing for the new Ipswich Knights club. At the com ae a." 

t ribunal, the Knights were asking $15,000, whilst Taringa were offering a valtry $1500 | Th 

tribunal, in all their wisdom could only come up with a $3,000 figure - one that Kni aa 

aor Wayne Mitchell is grossly disappointed about. = 

"Richard came to us as a twelve year-old, and had nine years c i i 

Coalstars, and last year was the Runner-up in the Clem teas eid a i pe i 

played for the state team against the Olyroos, and is one of the highest profile 1 fie 

current XXXX Premier League." ead 

The tribunal was set up to compensate clubs who lost players wh i i 

Aimed mainly at players who had spent a great deal of eee at erp 

early age, the tribunal are asked to put a monetary value on the coaching and develo ae th “ 

player may have received whilst at that club. The Ipswich Knights were claimin ‘in th = 

outcome of this case will set a precedent for future cases, and by deciding on oan $3 000 th 

tribunal are indicating that nine years development through the junior ranks to Preinler L ; 

is only worth that amount. The obvious consequence is that clubs will not see it fim 

viable coaching juniors to colts and senior level, only to see them disappear to the bigger a b: 

hed oo feels that the federation should hold some educational seminars for ot clubs = 
ie ° dgais 

“% P ele e Plies ais He doesn't fully understand it himself, and gets the impression 


"It's not a transfer fee, but some clubs think that it is," he said when we spoke last week. 


Gold Coast City ps pore 
(aq) Gamblers Soccer Club Caps 
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hank their Major Sponsors for 1998 Season 


CONRAD Bir tumi 
JUPITERS al @) 


CGtb coAse 


We would also dike te acknowledge the suppott piven to us by 


mj) COASTWIDE 
ELECTRICAL 
WHOLESALERS 


Join us aller the game at the tleme of Gold Coast City Seccer Clab 


NERANG ALL SPORTS & COMMUNITY CLUB 
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Job Insecurity 


by Paul Harley 


It isn’t easy being a soccer coach. The only certainty is that at some stage, sooner or ‘later, 
you'll get the sack. Usually, there is some fairly obvious warning of impending doom. The 
team is bottom of the league and has been there all season. They have gone sixteen 
consecutive games without a win..They have just been knocked out of the cup at home, 4- 
0 by a non-league team. They missed out on a play-off spot after being top of the league 
five weeks from the end of the season. Or the most dreaded of them all-given the “vote of 
confidence” by the club directors. 


However in recent seasons even relatively successful coaches have found that their 
services are no longer required-just ask Bruce Stowell. But here is one that even Bruce 
could sympathise with. 


Dundee are currently on top of the Scottish League Division One. At time of writing, they 
were five points clear of second placed Raith Rovers. Their away record was nine wins 
and three draws from twelve games, with only six goals conceded. Overall they had lost 
only three of twenty-four League games, conceding fourteen goals. And they have just 
sacked their manager. 


John McCormack had one year left of a two year contract. He has no idea why he is out of 
a job. “I do not know why | was sacked. | was given no reason and have done nothing 
wrong.” Presumably our Frank is grateful that there is no prospect of the Dundee board of 
directors ever taking over at the Strikers! 


Meanwhile another manager-make that former manager-in Scotland won't be so surprised 
at parting company with his former employers. Jim Duffy, until recently manager of 
Hibernian, was also shown the door, but for rather more obvious reasons. The team is 
stuck at the foot of the Premier League, without an away win all season. They have 
managed only four League victories from twenty four starts-three of them in their first five 
games, which saw them briefly at the top of the League. One win in their next nineteen has 
left them in their current precarious position and cast doubts on Duffy's future employment 
prospects. A home defeat by the aforementioned Raith Rovers in the Scottish Cup put him 
on a decidedly sticky wicket, and his fate was sealed the following week with a 6-2 thrash- 
ing at second from bottom Motherwell. 


So who do you think was in the frame for the vacant manager's chair at Dundee? Yes, you 
guessed-Duffy! Well, he is a former player and manager there. As it happened, he didn’t 
get it, but it goes to show the dog-eat-dog nature of the job. Further proof, if needed, came 
with the appointment of the new Hibernian boss, Alex McLeish, who was lured away from- 
Motherwell! Not exactly what I’d call a career move-more like out of the frying pan, into the 
fire. You don’t have to be mad... .but it helps! 


— ~~ 
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THAT Game 


it's a World Cup game. tran are playing. Not 
that they're expected to win. They're really only 
making up the numbers. Their opponents are 
favoured to win, if not easily, then at least com- 
fortably, without necessarily having to get into 
top gear. The opposing team fans are in buoy- 
ant mood, confident of a victory, with goals to 
spare, which will keep their World Cup dreams 
alive. 

Unfortunately Iran don't co-operate. The game 
finishes in an unexpected draw. A nation's 
dreams are in tatters. The players are devas- 
tated, the supporters silenced, crestfallen, many 
close to tears. The coach, normally so cocky 
and outspoken, is in sombre mood. The fans 
had shown their absolute faith and trust in him 
to fulfil their expectations; now he was in dan- 
ger of losing his job. 


Sound familiar? | expect most, if not all, of you 
think you know the occasion I’m talking about, 
and | apologise most sincerely for reviving un- 
happy memories. However the above game did 
NOT take place at the MCG on 29" November 
1997, the other team involved was NOT Aus- 
tralia, and the coach with long term employment 
problems was NOT Terry Venables. 


Any readers of a Scottish persuasion will no 
doubt recognise the above scenario as the dark- 
est, most embarrassing moment in the history 
of the Scottish national team. To explain for all 
you non-Scots; the game took place in Cordoba, 
Argentina during the 1978 World Cup Finals, 
Iran's opponents were Scotland, and the coach 
(for now) was Ally MacLeod. Almost twenty 
years ago now, the game in Asia hadn't even 
Started to make the vast improvements 
achieved in more recent times. Iran were-rather, 
should have been-eminently beatable. Ina long, 
largely undistinguished history characterised 
mainly by the inconsistent nature of the team’s 
Performances, we have come to expect the oc- 
€asional high and the rather more frequent low. 
However THIS was the lowest of the low! 


'- revisited 


| Systems & Software 


While the 1-1 draw with Iran didn't eliminate 
Scotland, it left them with an uphill task to qualify 
for the second phase. A three goal margin of 
victory was required against Holland in our last 
group game if we were to go any further. De- 
spite a valiant effort, which epitomised the in- 
consistency referred to above, this was too 
much to ask, a 3-2 victory restoring some badly 
dented pride but allowing Holland to progress 
to the next stage. Scotland were out, due in no 
small part to our inability to deal with Iran. 

So it was with considerable trepidation that | 
watched as Japan scored the “golden goal” 
winner in the Asian zone play-off, leaving Iran 
as the final opponents between Australia and 
a place at France '98. Surely they couldn’t do it 
again? Surely lightning couldn't strike twice? 
Alas, as we all know by now, it could-and did! 


{f there is one consolation for Australian fans, 
stillin mourning over THAT result and bemoan- 
ing the frustration, the injustice, the pain of 
pursuing a dream which refuses to come to frui- 
tion, it is this. You're not alone. Scottish fans 
have “been there, done that”-only more so! 


Paul Harley. 


For the very best prices 
oh computing gear, point 
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An Aussie Abro ad by Ewen Anderson 
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We have all heard of Mark Bosnich, Robbie Slater, Kevin Muscat, Craig Johnstone and John Aloisi. They 
are all Australian’s plying their trade at the top of the tree in the English game. Jon Brady is a Newcastle lad 
that also plays in England - for Vauxhall Conference West London side Hayes. Does Oz Tel know about 
jon’s sterling performances week in week out? I spoke to Jon after Hayes’ 3-2 home win over Cambridge 
City in the Ist round of the FA trophy back in the middle of January. 


Yes, the ICIS (Isthmian) Premier League which allowed 
us to play in the Vauxhall Conference (GMVC) by being 
promoted. We won the league on the last day of the sea: 
son by goal difference. It was an unbelievable experience, 


Jon, apart from your family and close friends, there are 
very few people in Australia that are aware that you’ve 
followed in the footsteps of Kewell and Johnstone. Tell us 
about yourself? 
I came over when 1 was 17 in June 1992. I made the sacrifice of 
leaving school 4 months before my HSC. I spent my second 
year here as an apprentice with Brentford when they were in 
Division 1. 1 played up front and scored 12 goals. At the end of 
the season the whole management team was sacked. I didn’t 
know what was going to happen then. Swansea City came and 
offered me a 1 year professional contract to which I agreed. I 
ended up not having much first team experience. I spent until 
September 1994 at Swansea. It wasn’t the most enjoyable time 
of my career as it was hard to prove myself as the management 
always played with one up front and not being too tall at only 
5° 9”, they always preferred the big robust 6’ 4” centre for- 
ward. From there I spent one month at Wycombe Wanderers as 
a non contract player but could not agree terms. In 8 reserve 
games I scored 7 goals. My current manager, Terry Brown 
(Hayes FC), saw me in one of those games and signed me for 
Hayes in late October 1994. I have been here at Hayes ever 
since. also had a loan spell in the summer of 1995 (May - Oct) 
with Mjetner F.K. in Norway which was a great learning expe- 
rience. 


Outside of football with Hayes, what do you do with 


your time here? 
Hayes help me with a brand new car and sorted a job with 


a newspaper as a salesman. 


Do you still harbour any ambitions to break into the 


full time game here? 
Of course and there’s a lot of interest at the moment. 


Chelsea and Fulham are just down the road. Haye 
Gianluca Vialli or Ray Wilkins invited you along for 
a chat? 

No, but there have been rumours that Fulham are inter 
ested. 


It’s 3% years since you were in Australia. You were 
saying that your personal end of season tour is a trip 
back home. What do you miss about home? 

Bar; Beach; Family; Friends. Feeling relaxed, I could go 
on forever. 

You’re a Newcastle boy. Which teams did you play for be- 
fore coming to England? 

I played with Adamstown Rosebuds in the NSL Youth League. 


Do you see your football future in England? You're 
just 23 - what sort of timetable have you set for your: 
self? 

I haven’t set myself a timetable, but I know I’m good 
enough to break back into the pro - game. It’s just a case 
of the right club at the right time. 


You say that you had a spell with Mjolner F.K. in Norwe- 
gian football. Tell us about the club and the standard of 
football in the land of the midnight sun? 

Mjeiner F.K. is in the Arctic Circle. They were in division one 
of the Norwegian league. We had to fly everywhere to each 
game because to drive around all the mountains and fjords would 
take forever. The level of play is superb and technique is sec- 
ond to none. I think their strength is the only problem. You see 
how many Norwegians are in the Premier League. | played 
against players like Tore-Andre Flo (Chelsea) and Ole-Gunnar 
Sjolskaer (Manchester United). 


What's your rapport with the Hayes’ fans like? Dur 
ing the match there were plenty of encouraging shoul 
for “Go on Skippy” as you gathered pace down (ht 
right wing. Does the Skippy tag worry you? 

Not at all. I’m proud to be associated with them. That's 
the way they relate to me being Aussie and 1 wish mott 
people knew that as I’ve been told I’m losing my accent 
You've played over 160 games for Hayes, have you won Has Terry Venables taken time out from Portsmouth) 
any honours with them? 
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Ewen Anderson recails 


An opportunity to visit the Old Dart is not to be tumed 
down in a hurry. And with it comes the chance to see 
some football, catch up on the masses of reading in the 
many papers which devote page after page to football, 
visit shops like Sportspages in London and generally try 
lo have a good time. 


For me, my passion is the Non League game in Eng- 
land. That is the level of the game that exists below the 
Football League division 3. (Formerly known as division 
4 in the good oid days). Why do I like this level of foot- 
ball? Like everyone else it gets in the system. The 
crowds are friendly. There is very rarely any segrega- 
lion. Fans can mix and enjoy an exchange of banter 
without getting into the aggro that afflicts the big clubs. 
Sure there aren't the crowds, but believe me, the vocal 
talents of the supporters leaves many for dead. 


In reading the newspapers, there were a number of sto- 
ries that jumped off the front pages. The first one seemed 
as if it was going to dominate for the two weeks | was 
away. Jurgen Klinnsman was to rejoin Spurs. A strange 
move. However, all those loyal fans at White Hart Lane 
saw Jurgen as the Saviour. (Results to date have not 
yet delivered on that promise or belief). The Messiah 
had returned. Arsenal were the first opponents and as 
is often the case with derbies, it was a bit of a fizzer. But 


An Aussie Abroad - continued 


Crystal Palace/Court Hearings to check out your form 
for the Socceroos? 

No, But I think my club chairman said he met him at a 
party and said he should come and watch me play. 


The Australian soccer scene continues to advance, par- 
ticularly at Ericsson Cup (NSL) level. One frustration 
that I have when I come to England is the inability to 
find results of games back home. How in touch are you 
with the NSL scene? 

All my mates play in the NSL. Mostly my brother (Mark 


Brady) keeps me in touch. He used to play f 
s : ‘or APIA 
Leichhardt and St George. aie 


Did you watch the Australia v Iran game, (I believe it 
Was shown live here on Sky), how did you feel at the 
end and did you cop any stick from your mates? 

Yes | did cop stick, We travelled to an away game which 
Was really important. All the lads wound me up and said 
We won 2-0. I was so excited I was saying “can’t wait till 


the interesting thing that was revealed was that 
Jurgen’s agent was the same person as Christian 
Gross’ agent. Hmmm. Interesting. 


Spurs decided to keep hogging the headlines. The 
government declined the work permit for Gross’ 
fitness trainer. Talk was that Gross would leave and 
take up the vacant Swiss National position. He 
pledged his loyalty to Spurs but didn’t sound too 
convincing. Spurs then advertised in “The Times” 
for a fitness trainer that had the same qualifica- 
tions as Schmidt. Can you speak several European 
languages, have you got the Italian FA qualifica- 
tions for a fitness trainer? Then apply NOW!. 
Schmidt by the way was the only non Italian with 
this particular qualification. 


The plot thickens. But just when it looked as though 
Spurs would never be knocked off the front page, 
along came Stevenage Borough. A non league 
side. They started by beating Swindon Town in the 
3" round of the FA Cup at Swindon. They deserved 
the win as well. The following day Newcastle won 
a scrappy affair 1-0 at Everton whilst a couple of 
hours before, Man Utd had murdered Chelsea 5-3 
at Stamford Bridge after being 5-0 up with about 
11 minutes remaining. It was brilliant stuff - even if 


we beat you bloody Poms when we’re in France”. We 
went out and won our game and then on the way home 
the manager said, “By the way, you’re lot drew 2-2”. Eve- 
ryone really gave me so much stick back then. 


Jon, the conditions today have been perfect for foot- 
ball. Cambridge City deserved their lead at half time. 
Hayes seemed at sizes and sevens but turned it round 
in the second half. You personally had plenty of good 
strong forays forward down the right flank. Were you 
pleased with your performance and the team’s? 
Always pleased when we win. It must have meant we did 
the job properly. 


Jon, it’s been great talking to you on behalf of The 
Farr Post. Good luck for the rest of the season and 
enjoy the trip back home. 

Yes, cheers. ('d love to see the fanzine. Who knows, I 
might be your first English Subscription. 


(Unfortunately we have a couple of English subscribers 
already, sorry, Jon - Ed) 
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bridge City in the FA Trophy. The score was 3- 
2 to Hayes and the crowd was 533. But the 
weather was great. Blue skies, no wind, per- 
fect conditions. And at Right Back for Hayes 
was a certain Jon Brady. What is so special 
about Jon? He is an Australian (from Newcas- 
tle) plying his trade at this level! of the game in 
England. | caught up with him briefly after the 
game for a quick chat. 


you hated Man Utd. The 4" round draw 
24 was made at 5pm and Stevenage 
were drawn at home to Newcastle. 


That's when the fun began. Stevenage's Broadhall Way 
ground holds around 6,500 people. They tossed up be- 
tween playing at home for the glory and their fans or 
taking the tie to Newcastle and taking the money. New- 
castle decided to take over. Dalglish in particular. New- 
castle wanted the game to be played at Newcastle. They 
begged the police and the FA to overrule Stevenage's 
right to stage the tie. If Man Utd were ever the neutral's 
most hated team, Newcastle soon came to take that 
title. They were despised. 


A great trip, good memories, lots of fun. 


Queensland’s most read... 


Queensland’s most read hit the streets again with the 
XXXX League kick-off last month. It’s good to see 
that last season’s standards are being maintained. 
Issue 1 set the tone, and if you tum to the centre 
pages you'll see a photo of League newcomer’s 
Ipswich Knights new president, Wayne Mitchell, 
pictured with QSF vice-president Ray Evans prior to 
their pre-season game with the Strikers. However E 
on S$ have confused him with his namesake, UK 
actor Warren. Can’t see the resemblance myself, 


Stevenage won the right to stage the game, they in- 
stalled 1,500 extra seats and they gave Newcastle a 
good run for their money in a 1-1 result that left Shearer 
and co wondering what had hit them. Long live the un- 
derdog! 


For my own viewing, my first game was Gloucester City 
v Bath City. A local derby on New Year's Day. The 


weather turned nasty. | was sheltered but the rain still 
decided to come in almost horizontally. The players were 
magnificent. They gave their all. The result was 4-0 to 
the home side in front of 975 spectators. At half time | 
questioned what | was doing there. | was that cold. But 
this is what | used to do in my youth. As | wandered to 
the area behind the goal to my right, | suddenly spotted 
a familiar sight. There was this equally frozen spectator 
wearing a - wait for it - Perth Glory baseball hat. In case 
you didn’t catch it - yes, Perth Glory. His brother had 
sent it from Perth. Trouble was, his brother didn’t say 
who Perth Glory were. | educated this ray of sunshine. 


Next | planned to visit a Ross Town home game. They 
play in the Hellenic League and their home games are 
staged at Cinderford Town about 10 miles from Ross. 
The rain forced a postponement. The crowd would have 
been around 40! The next day Hereford were due to 
take on Tranmere in the FA Cup. Again the rains forced 
the game to be postponed. | read the result when | got 
back to Brisbane - 3-0 to Tranmere, But what really 
caught my eye in the BSW report was the accompany- 
ing photo of a flood bound pitch with the tops of the 
goals just showing. The description led the reader to 
believe that the heavy rains in Hereford had led to the 
cancellation. The trouble is, the photo was of the floods 
of the River Wye in Ross some 15 -18 miles away. Not 
very good BSW! 


In London, the weather was perfect. The total opposite 
of that experienced around a week earlier in Ross. A 
visit to Hayes (from the GMVC) who entertained Cam- 


similar hairstyles, perhaps, but Wayne is much 
younger. 

Moving on, and on page 5 of issue 2, you can read 
about the Knights’ 1-0 victory in which five goals 
were scored. I kid you not! Then turn to page 17 for 
the “Women’s Wrap” to find that in Division 1, 


Rochedale 2 defeated Brisbane Lions 3. Now there’s 
a novelty! | knew FIFA had been mucking around 
with the laws but to have the team scoring fewer 
goals winning the game... it ll never catch onl 

So to issue 3, and the City v, Rochedale summary on 
page 4 states “... with Eddie Lees hitting a perfect 
left-foot drive from a dead ball situation...” Funny, 
that; I was at the game and I'd swear Eddie Lees 
wasn’t playing-the team line-up on page 17 certainly 
didn’t give him a mention, Maybe he was brought on 
just to take the free kick, like in grid iron? 

Last, but not least, to issue 4. Again on page 4, again 
with Rochedale; “....the home team extended its 
lead, when Troy Wickstein fired a perfect volley...”. 
Not according to the XXXX report on page 17, 
where the second goal is credited to Ross Davidson. 
A couple of lines lower, we find out that the “Man of 
the Match” was Rochedale coach, Peter Bannon. 
Well played, Peter! 

And welcome back, Eye on Soccer! I can’t wait for 
issue 5. 


“Scottie” 
Nudgee. 
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Life begins at 35 


2a 


In an era where soccer is in- 
creasingly being played with a 
win-at all-costs attitude, is fast 
becoming as much of a busi- 
ness as a sport, and a team’s 
| performance on the stock mar- 
| ket is as important as results on 
" the field, there are still people 
around who play the game for the fun of it. Can you believe 
that? People who think it’s only a game! No, me neither, but 
there it was in black and white, in the article on “Supa Oldie 
Soccer” in last month’s TFP. So, ever the sceptic, last week- 
end | headed way out west to check it out for myself. To 
Kingaroy, to be exact, which the calendar alongside told me 
was the venue for their latest competition. 

“Supa Oldie Soccer”, if you didn’t see TFP no. 18, was 
founded with the objective of allowing players over 35 to 
continue to enjoy playing the sport, in a competitive envi- 
ronment, but without the pressure of League soccer. The 
emphasis is on “Fun and Fellowship”. The slightly modified 
rules that games are played under reflect this. No slide tack- 
les are allowed; aggressive play, dissent and foul language is 
not tolerated; the goalkeeper cannot be charged once he has 
his hands on the ball. Any breaches bring a yellow card and 
a ten minute spell in the “sin bin”, with the offending player 
being replaced. For a red card offence, the player can again 
be replaced, but can take no further part in that game. 

On arriving just after midday, I found the teams preparing 
for the first game. I quickly tracked down Keith Parker, 
Kingaroy President of the “Supa Oldies”, and organiser of 
the week-end’s events, and he brought me up to speed with 
what was happening. Teams from Bundaberg, Gold Coast, 
Gympie and Teoowoomba had joined the hosts, South Burnett. 
At stake was the magnificent South Burnett Harvest Cup, 
which wouldn’t look out of place in any NSL club’s trophy 
cabinet, provided by major sponsors, Tarong Energy. The 
first game was between Gympie and Toowoomba, who had 
actually tumed up without a full complement of players. In 
the spirit of these events, however, the numbers were made 
Up from a surplus of home team players. 

{t was soon obvious that the “Fun and Fellowship” aspect 
Was to be the order of the day. Many of the players knew 
each ; other from previous encounters, and old 
Acquaintanceships were being renewed. On the field, with 
the game about to get under way, tongue-in-cheek remarks 
about receding hairlines and expanding waistlines were flow- 

ing thick and fast, as close to “sledging” as it got. Off the 
field, new arrivals for the later games were invariably greeted 

with smiles, handshakes and memories of previous meet- 

ings. Even the referees are made welcome! 

All of which doesn’t mean that these guys are going soft in 


— ® 


SOCCE 


by Paul Harley 


their old age. Far from it. The competitive instincts are 
still very much alive, but the kicking is limited to the 
ball. They play to win, but not at all costs. The tackling 
is hard, but (usually) fair; fouls when they do occasion- 
ally occur are down to genuinely mistimed tackles, not 
a desire to “let him know you’re there”. There are no 
hostile or vindictive challenges, no “professional fouls”, 
none of the sly, cynical, off-the-ball stuff so prevalent 
in the modem professional game. Voices are rarely raised 
in anger and, much to my surprise and delight as an ex- 
referee, the referee’s decision is seldom questioned. 
When it is, all it takes is a call to “play to the whistle”, 
usually from someone on the aggrieved side, to restore 
order and get the game under way again. 
In the two-and-a-half games | witnessed, there was only 
one “sin bin” offence. And I must admit my sympa- 
thies were with the player, as it seemed a mite harsh to 
me. Still, he accepted it with a shrug of the shoulders, 
and a wry smile at the chorus of good natured abuse 
from the onlookers as he made his way off the field. 
And what of the standard of play? Well, I can honestly 
say I’ve seen a lot worse around the lower divisions of 
the local competition. Admittedly, it was a fairly slow 
pace, but that was due far more to the unbearable heat 
than the age group involved. The players were all still 
pretty fit-they would have to be just to survive the con- 
ditions, I certainly wasn’t about to change places with 
them-and there was no questioning their commitment, 
as the three injured players sporting ice-packs would 
confirm. In fact, the energy expended would do the spon- 
sors proud! There was a lot of good soccer on show: 
clever ball control, excellent first-time flicks, inch per- 
fect passing, strong well-timed tackles, brave 
goalkeeping. And the highlight of the games I saw, a 
beautiful goal that our Frank himself would have been 
proud of. A defence splitting pass, the striker one-on- 
one with the advancing goalkeeper, a beautifully judged 
es over his head to dip just under the crossbar. Excel- 
ent! 
So there you have it. Life begins at 35 for the “Supa 
Oldies”, and they’re right, of course-it IS only a game. 
Afterwards, adversaries become friends, as you catch 
up with old mates or make some new ones over a beer 
or three. I unfortunately had to leave halfway through 
the afternoon, to get back to the Rochedale-Lions game, 
so had to turn down the invitation to the post-match 
party, which sounded like it was going to be a real 
humdinger. And there was still the second day of com- 
petition to come-something tells me the pace of the 
games was going to drop even more! 


a. 


‘tion |PRANCE 98 
World Cup Competitior 


The Farr Post in conjunction with Soccer World at Lutwyche are running a World Cup competition 
from now until the finals series which start on June 10th in France, For the next five months we are 


giving away France98 t-shirts and caps, as well as a major prize which will be awarded to the person 


i L i d of the tournament. 
who can correctly predict the final four countries at the en : 
To enter either or both competitions simply fill in the forms below and mail them to 
Sports Print, PO Box 478 Bulimba, QLD 4171. 


The Farr Post_ 


You can enter as many times as you wish, and don't forget to include your t-shirt size with h your = 


Question - Who were the two joint leading goal scorers at the 1994 World Cup ? 

[Answer - 

IName - 

| Address - 

| i fe ge 

| a 

| 

| t-shirt size - 

L——— — — = ee SS SS SS 


jWorld Cup Competition 


tame the countries who will finish in the top four positions at this years World 
jCup finals in France. 


Winners - 
jRunners-Up - 
j Third Place - 
[Fourth Place - 


Tie-Breaker - I read The Farr Post because 
| 
J — SSS 
| 
| (If we have to use the Tie-Breaker the most interesting answer will be 
| chosen as the winner) 


| =e 


The Farr Post 


The following tetter appeared in the TFP 
letter box a couple of weeks ago. Usualiy 
we do not print correspondence unless 
they are signed, with a return address, but 
this one didn't seem toc controversial - 
what do you think ? 


Please Print This - It Needs To Be Done !! 
Dear TFP 


In reply to last months “Letter to The Editor”, Mike 
Parker of Auchenflower stated that a genuine “striker 
or two must be imported as there appears to be no- 
one on the local scene.” 

It appears to me that M.Parker has not watched the 
Q.A.S. games as there is a young Striker with the 
Q.A.S. who to me has more class and ability than 
any other “striker” in Queensland. He is tough, 
aggresive and knows how to score goals. He has 
played for the Australian Joeys and for the Australian 
Institute of Sport. 


- 
& : 


EZ 
ZB 


Seccer 
- World 


Soccer Equipment Specialist Store 


Phone 3357 5777 
Fax: 3857 1705 


497 Lutwyche Rd, Lutwyche Brisbane 4030 


I watched him play in Sydney against the Sydney 
United youth team and he stood out far above any 
other player on the park. I am European and if I had 
enough money to manage Wade Baldwin, I would 
have him playing in Europe right now, as from what 
I have observed Frank Farina does not want this 
lad. 

Frank, retire and put this lad up front for the 
Brisbane Strikers, he will score goals and excite the 
supporters as he is a class player. 

Is this Queenslander going to become another 
Tollenaere (3 goals for Newcastle last week) or 
another Masi (not even looked at by Brisbane, yet 
scoring goals for Wollongong), or are we going to 
lose a potential match-winner to an overseas club ? 
Frank Farina, you were Australias greatest striker, 
give this lad some encouragement and he will 
become an even greater Striker. If not, 1 will, with 
some financial backing, take this lad overseas ! 


Anonymous 


(Not a close relation, perchance ? - Ed) 


Regular reader, writer and 
(unfortunately) Spurs fan, 
John Croft, posted this mait 


to the OzSoccer list, which just about sums 

up the current feelings of Strikers fans at the 

moment... 
It was reported in today’s Courier Wail that as the 
Strikers couldn’t possibly match the terms offered by 
the Northem Spirit, Troy Cranney was free to go. Now 
while this may please some of my fellow supporters 
(one Cranney down, one to go) I don’t like the idea of 
losing players cos’ we can’t compete. It’s fine to let 


Bonnie, you are the best marketing/commercial 
manager The Strikers have ever had. You 
obviously have a greater love of the club than the 
previous incumbents. Your postings to the list 
are always highly informative. Isn't it time a 
group of committed fans were invited along for 
a constructive chat on future possibilites. What 
do you reckon - we, the fans, are obviously 
ignorant of the bigger picture, but we, the fans, 
might just have one or two ideas worth consider- 
ing. 


players go if we don’t want them but to lose out cos’ John Croft 
we haven’t got the dosh - oh dear! It is so hard to . 
Dear Sir, 


fathom how it has all gone so badly wrong. The 
40,000 crowd at the GF should have been the catalyst 
for a wonderful football future in Brisbane. For once 
the media was interested. However, at the time I 
commented that I felt that we were missing out on an 
unbelievable opportunity to cash in on marketing, 
publicity etc. The support was there - many would 
have bought shirts, flags and so on (sadly unavailable 
until the day of the GF itself) and probably a fair 
number of fans would have paid to watch the play-off 
between South Melboume and Sydney United at Perry 
Park on the big screen. But, the club house was closed 
- Nick Meredith was in there with a few mates 
watching it but we, The Plebs, weren’t allowed in! 


Further to Ewen Anderson’s letter 
in TEP No. 18, I would like to point out that 
this is not the first time something like this 
has happened in the “Eye on Strikers” this 
season. (Any bets on whether it will be the 
last?) At the Sydney United game in Round 
18, the front cover announced “Strikers v. 
Wollongong City, Round 16”. And on page 
30, as for the Adelaide City issue, it again 
said “Round 14-3/1/98”. Also, on the same 
page, our opponents were identified as 
“Sydney Uinited”, and their no. 3 as “Velmir 
Kupresak”. Page 31 again has Chipperfield 
at the “Sharks”, while the listing of Round 
19 matches has South Melbourne down to 
play Mareconi. I wouldn’t be holding my 
breath if I were you, Ewen! 


There has recently been talk of a shares issue but will 
this really succeed? Somehow, I have my doubts but I 
live in hope. A successful club must be backed by 
loyal supporters who also need a lively social club. I 
can only go by what I have heard of the Marconi set 
up and the financial benefits of having a decent club 
house. Is Perry Park of any benefit to The Strikers? Do 
we make much out of our social club/merchandising? 
Lots of questions but who has the answers -Bonnie? 
Obviously a social club better located than Perry Park 


“Scottie”, 
Nudgee. 


Write to... 


is necessary. We need to actively encourage all football The Farr Post 

fans to come for a meal, drink, to watch a game (local PO Box 478 

or overseas on a big screen) and even, if they have to, 

play the Pokies. But how can we afford it - god Bulimba Qid 4171 
knows! I reckon the time will come, if not already, or Fax (07) 3899 0497 
when the Brisbane Lions (Not the AFL mob) will or E-mail ajm@world.net 


make much more than the Strikers - and their club 
house will surely be instrumental in helping them 
make a profit. 


www.sportsprint.com.au 


| 
| 
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The Farr Post 


Dear Editor 


{t is with reluctance that I renew my subscription 
to your libellous fanzine. I do so with the fervent 
hope that, like for the Strikers, better days will 
come. Instead of dubious internet surveys (where 
all the Croft family members were forced to vote 
for Spurs as the most popular team) and 
interminable replays of Southside Eagles Reserve 
Grade Premiership win, you may lend your organ 
to more worthy content - such as... 


]. The impact of Joe Royle at Manchester City. 

2. The importance of the Malaysian League, 
where Brunei must be the best supported team in 
the world, with an average attendance of 28,000, 
out of a total population of 290,000 - nearly 10% 
of the total populace ! 

3. The possibility of Terry Venables co-operating 
with Salman Rushdie to contnue his novel- 
writing career - “Budgie goes to Tehran.” 


Subscriptions 

To guarantee your copy of TFP during 
the winter season, why not subscribe to 
The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a steal 
at $25, and (due to a number of re- 
quests} six months will cost you $15. 
Fill in the form, and send it witha 
cheque to 

The Farr Post, PO Box 478, Bulimba, 


r 
| Please send mea (12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. 


| . balay 
Starting with issue number (The April issue is number 19). 


! lenclose a cheque for payable to "Sports Print”. . 


| Name 
| Address 
| Suburb 


| 
State Post Code 


4. A retrospective analysis of the Ross 
Bellworthy-inspired Southside Eagles 
Premieship-winning under 13’s. 

5. A series of pre-match/half-time team talks 
entitled “What the Coaches said”. 

6. The Good Ale Guide to clubs in the 
Queensland soccer competitions. 

7. Racier cartoons with “Ron the Ref” 
featuring in delicate (and compromising) 
situations. (Hang on, this is a family magazine 
- Ed) 

8. The Laymans guide to soccer club 
committees - or coping with ageism ! 


May you keep up your probing and 
pontificating, 


Tom Derbyshire, 
Brunei 


PS I haven’t seen many copies of TFP on 
the news-stands here . . . 


FM 88 Springwood 
Howard Warren bringing you 
all the lecal and international 
soccer news 
11.30 am - 12 neen every 
Saturday. 


| 
_the Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


The Farr Post The Farr Post 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Beenleigh - Chris Green Park, Boundary Road, 
Beenleigh. New building work being done. 
Brisbane City - Spencer Park, Newbery Street, 
Newmarket. Bobby Hamilton is back on board for 
another season - can they do it again this year ? 
Brisbane Lions - Lions Stadium, 133 Pine Road, 
Richlands. New clubhouse now open ! 

Gold Coast City - Nerang Ail Sports and Commu- 
nity Club. The surprise package this season ? 

Pine Rivers - Wendy Allison Park, 188 
Samsonvale Road, Strathpine. Rivers need a 
succesful season to push for the Premiership. 
Rochedale Rovers - Underwood Park, Underwood 
Road, Rochedale. Pokies, Keno . . .etc. 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


Anfield Sports Shop - Rochedale Rovers 
Soccer Complex, Underwood Park, 
Underwood Road, Rochedale. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www. bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing. Contact Tony on 
0411 367 357. 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon 
every Saturday moming, with 
Howard Warren. 

FM101 Radio - 9.15 to 10 AM 
every Saturday morning, with 
Kieran Cooper. 

Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 3267 0681. 


IThe following clubs and organisations are supporting | 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


Ore 
“portant enon to 


a ; Ste 

“Td give anything to \ 
sit on the hack seat, } 
Fook{ 


On the net... 
The Farr Post is finally on the 
internet. 

Check us out at 
http://www.sportsprint.com.au 
also 
http:/ /www.ozemail.com.au/ 
~studsup/ first] htm 
and 
hittp:// 
www.brisbanestrikers.com/ 


uote of the Month 


"The 'Eye on Soccer’ TV show is 
exactly what the game of football 
needed in Queensland.” 

Frank Farina interviewed on the 
first "Eye . ." TV show, when he 
was a regular guest on the Briz31 
TV show, Inside Soccer over the 
past two years. 


Next issue... 


TFP20 (another milestone !) will 
be available over the weekend of 
2nd/3rd May at your local club. 


Free Car Stickers 1!!! 

We still have some of our free car sticker 

to give away. These were 
initially given away free 
with TFP 6, when we wel 

to colour. If anybody wail) 


The Strikers manager takes his team to another 
trial match in country Queensland 


As of Monday, 6th April Sports Print 
will be publishing the local football 
results and league tables over the 
internet. At this time we will have all 
the XXXX Premier League and Semi- 
pro Division 1 details (all three 
grades). We hope to have them on- 
line by first thing on Monday morn- 
ing. To do this we need your help in 
relaying the information to us. Con- 
4171. tact us for more information. 


_ www.sportsprint.com.au 


Write to 

The Farr Post at 
"Sports Print", 
PO Box 478, 

one, send a stamped self= _ } Bulimba, Qid 


Fa re 
Pos; 


addressed envelope to The 
Farr Post, and we'll get one 
out to you. 


Local Results Service 


Next month in The Farr Post... Th | diny 1858 
e Sur Post Number 20 
The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland Monthly 


Success breeds success 


Left, Damon Voss of 
Brisbane City closes 
in on Darren Hillier 
(Brisbane Lions) in 
the Easter weekend 
top of the table clash 
between the two arch 
rivals at Richlands. 
Lions won the 
Premier League 
fixture 2-1, to close 
the gap to three 
points, and stop City 
from running away 
with this seasons 
competition. 

(See "Success breeds 
success" on page 20) 


Free Inside... 
"Junior Soccer Weekly" 
a TFP supplement containing 
Brisbane Norths Junior soccer 
results, league tables and 


Return to Perry Park ? 
Eastern Suburbs 
Interview with Willie Wallace 
Supa Oldies, Over 35s news 
Hammers Down Under 
‘The Day I Met A Living Legend 
| Profiles Can Return To Haunt You 


Over thirty years ago this man made footballing history. He 
and his team mates did something that had never been done 
before. Next month in The Farr Post we will have an in-depth 
interview with this great man. 


"Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 
than that." 

The late, great Bill Shankly. 


